elections in India with a view to crystalise the party
influences. Immediately there was a searching of
hearts and change of party alignments. At that stage
it became necessary to define Congress attitude to-
wards Pakistan. The Congress in the past had been
playing with the Pakistan issue, in the hope that it
would come to some reasonable settlement with Mr,
Jinnah.
Despite the famous Jagat Narain* Lai Resolution,
which unequivocally stood for Akhand Hindustan,
attempts were made to provide formulas for settle-
ment, but experience taught leading Congressmen
not to expect anything from discussions with Mr.
Jinnah. It was clear to everybody that the country
was going to the polls on the Pakistan issue.
A bold decision was taken by the Congress. It
was expressed at the A.I.C.C. meeting in Bombay in
August 1945. Wavering Congressmen like Mian Ifti-
kharuddin resigned from the Congress and joined the
League. The clearest lead was given by Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel in an interview in the following
words:
"But we Congressmen must be clear in our
minds. We can be no party to the division of India
on religious grounds regarding the Muslims as a
nation separate from the Hindus. We belong to
one country, India, and are one nation, whether
we are Hindus or any other religious group.
'The principle of self-determination has been
already recognised by the Congress. The reso-
lution of August 8, 1942 went the farthest limit.
Every Congressman is bound by it with all its im-
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